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directions. Therapy in patients with non-
small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) who have
previously undergone platinum-based
treatment for advanced disease has
progressed significantly, with the
introduction of new cytotoxic agents and
targeted therapies. When selecting an
optimal therapy strategy for any given
patient, disease stage and prognosis must
be taken into account. Platinum-based
doublet chemotherapy has improved the
life expectancy of patients with NSCLC,
but the benefit appears to diminish
beyond one year, with a median survival
of only approximately 10-12 months.
New single-agent chemotherapy active in
NSCLC has recently been licensed and
represents new options for many patients
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who have previously received
chemotherapy. However, most patients
with advanced NSCLC fail to respond to
single-agent regimens. Combination
chemotherapy is likely to become more
important in this setting, and there is now
evidence of improved survival with
taxanes, biologic agents and other novel
therapies in this setting. More than one
third of patients with advanced NSCLC
now survive for at least 12 months
following the diagnosis of advanced
disease, indicating that long-term survival
is now within reach for many patients. In
addition, a number of novel active
therapies have been approved in recent
years and have resulted in greater survival
for patients with advanced disease. New
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immunologic approaches such as anti-
programmed cell death protein 1 (PD-1)
agents and other checkpoint inhibitors are
now an important component of therapy
in patients with NSCLC who have had
prior platinum-based therapy, both for the
treatment of patients with advanced
disease and for the further treatment of
patients with NSCLC who have
previously received one or more anti-
PD-1 agent. Oncology nurses play a key
role in the care of patients with advanced
NSCLC, and can make a positive
difference to the lives of many patients
through proper identification of this
diagnosis and through careful
documentation of the impact of disease
and of treatment on patient quality of
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life.Brad Bendz Brad Bendz (born
November 22, 1988) is a Canadian-born
New Zealand professional ice hockey
player. Biography Early life Brad Bendz
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