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surrounding cells for analysis. Agents that signal
danger to immune cells are known as "danger

associated molecular patterns" (DAMPs), and they are
components of the cell membrane such as heat shock
proteins, fractalkine and TNF. In addition to signaling
danger to immune cells, DAMPs are known to activate

the complement system which then induces an
inflammatory response within the immunologic

synapse. Researchers are studying the ability of these
DAMPs to alert cells to danger and potentially induce

cell death. Recent studies have shown that these
"danger signals" activate immune cells by binding to
pattern recognition receptors (PRRs) such as Toll Like

Receptors (TLRs), c6a93da74d
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